
AT A GLANCE
Ticks Bite and We Fight!

WISCONSIN LYME NETWORK AUGUST 2019

Summer finally came here in WI and it's slowly moving out.  

I can almost feel it in my bones, the chill in the air that is

heading our way.  I am hopeful that we may have a few

more weeks of sun and that we can linger a little longer in

the heat.  

 There has been a lot going on in the Lyme communities and

I will attempt to add excerpts to this newsletter in hopes that

you will be able to click on them and read more so that you

have all of the accurate information you need in order to

understand each topic.  

We continue to need help in many areas for WLN, including

adding a new board member or two.  We are also in need of a

Secretary. We could also use someone who is willing to not

only be on the board but be either our medical liaison or

someone who will help write the newsletter.  Yes, what you

are reading now is the newsletter.  

In the next year we will once again direct our attention and

scope out a plan for bringing awareness to our state.  We are

hopeful that we can narrow our scope and focus on the most

dire of needs for our WI residents when it comes to

education and awareness.  We will keep you posted.  Thank

you again for your support. 

 

 -Sherry

WLN, Board President

By Sherry Sievewright, Board President
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On July 16 of this year, the Lyme Disease community

mourned the loss of Polly Murray.  If you do not know

who Polly Murray is, she is an iconic figure in the Lyme

story.  Polly alerted the Connecticut Department of

Health in 1975 about the unusual symptoms and illness

that had befallen her community.  From there, the Lyme

Disease history began as these illnesses were finally

diagnosed and Polly went on to spend the next 20 years

educating about Lyme and helping those who contracted

Lyme disease.  Her efforts and her journey were

documented in a book called "The Widening Circle"

published in 1996.  The loss of Polly at the advanced age

of 85 goes to show us that even when we feel hopeless,

that even we can live again. Her courage to move beyond

illness and give back is encouraging.

 

Continued on page 3...

The Wisconsin Lyme Network is in

need of individuals who are interested

in leading the way in the State of

Wisconsin to educate, bring awareness

and share with others about the

debilitating effects of Lyme disease.

 

Through educating our communities,

we seek to heighten awareness so that

our medical facilities and health care

professionals can no longer look past

the symptoms and dismiss the cause.

We need people who are willing to step

up within the entire state, working

with the Wisconsin Lyme Network.

 

If you feel this to be your calling,

please sign up through our website or

email us to let us know of your interest

and where you are located. Send us

some of your ideas of how you

can assist us in this important cause.

We need more volunteers who are up to

the task, who know Lyme disease and

who are willing to share their stories.

Hope to meet you soon!

 

-WLN Board of Directors

Looking for some

great volunteer

opportunities? 

Wisconsin Lyme

Network needs you!

by Sherry Sievewright

Loss of an Iconic Figure in the
Lyme fight



STAY  TUNED  FOR  NEW

ANNOUNCEMENTS  HERE

 

UPCOMING

EVENTS

WE  WILL  KEEP  YOU  INFORMED  AS

DETAILS  BECOME  AVAILABLE  FOR

UPCOMING  EVENTS .

 

I have been asked several times why people don't hear

about others "healing" or "feeling better" after a Lyme

diagnosis.  Or, why specific treatments set out by ILADS

do not work because "you only hear that people are still

sick".  I remind people all the time that the reason we

don't hear about these people is because they are actually

doing well and they want to live.  They have their lives

back after years of illness and suffering and they want to

forget what stigma the illness brought to their lives.  They

are living and moving forward not allowing that illness to

define them.  

 

On the flip side, I think it takes courage to be able to

battle an illness, take back your life,  and continue to stay

in the throes of the illness through others.  It takes

courage to stand up for the research that needs to be

done.  It takes courage to walk the road of the unknown,

making it up as you go, trying to find the right

combination of tactics to get people to understand Lyme

disease, to be educated for themselves and for their

families, to bring awareness about Lyme disease and

other vector borne illnesses. 

 

It is with great sadness that we have lost an icon in the

Lyme story, yet it is with great praise that we are

thankful for her dedication to the community and to

those around the world that needed to be "in the know".  

Thank you Polly.  We will never forget your story.

  

Written in the New Haven Register & Shoreline

Times, “Polly was known for her love of her family

and friends, and for her fierce determination to

overcome any obstacles in her path and to help

others do the same. She received phone calls from

people all over the country and the world, and it was

her greatest satisfaction to provide the support they

needed and connect them to Lyme disease clinicians

and best practices. In addition to her bouts with

Lyme disease, Polly lived for more than fifteen years

after she was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.”

 

 

Continued on page 4...
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What's Happening In The Lyme
Community
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TICKS BITE
AND

WE FIGHT!

 
Have you read the new book by

Kris Newby?  She addresses
many aspects of Lyme from

dilemmas on treatments, how it
may or may have been

designed for ulterior motives
and investigates the most
aggressive vector borne

illnesses today.  
Kris Newby is also a Lyme

Warrior.  

Currently in WI...we are hopeful and encouraged about 
the new Lyme Clinic that is in the process of opening  in
Northern WI.  They are currently raising money and have
hopes of opening yet this year (2019).  Here are all the
details we have thus far.  We will continue to monitor their
progress and advise.   (Please click on the link for more
information)
 
https://www.howardyoungfoundation.org/howard-young-
foundation-tick-borne-illness-center-of-excellence.pdf
 

The Bay Area Lyme Foundation has relaunched its
nationwide tick testing program.  They are testing the
ticks that are sent in to them with a report back.
Admittedly, this is not to be used for patient diagnosis
and may take several months to get a report,
speaking from personal experience.  You can find
information here.
 
https://www.bayarealyme.org/lyme-disease-
prevention/tick-testing/

In Madison...bipartisan bills are being considered.
Though we are unable to be involved in the politics of
proposed bills on Lyme, we are absolutely thrilled to hear
that our state is actively taking notice.   

Have you heard about MyLymeData?  
Every Lyme patient should consider this as it's a way
each individual can make a difference.  Please check it
out. 
 
https://www.mylymedata.org

New source of financial aid for Lyme patients.  Deadline
for the first round of grants is September 6, 2019.  Check it
out. 
 
https://www.lymedisease.org/lyme-treatment-grants/
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Community Outreach

The Wisconsin Lyme Network has

been able to partner with a company

that manufactures factory bonded

repellent socks.  

 

We have women/girls socks that are

more colorful and look similar to ski

socks. We also have men/boys crew

socks.  

 

If you are interested, please go to our

website to order them directly from

our web store.  If you have any

questions, email us at

info@wisconsinlymenetwork.org.

 

Remember:  Prevention is key to

protecting yourself. 

 

 

W E  H A V E  P R E T R E A T E D
S O C K S
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This is Brynn.  Brynn tested positive at 12 months old.  Brynn still camps with her family, and
this is how her family protects her.  Join them at "RV there yet...Our camping adventures" on
WLN's Facebook page.  Photo taken and designed by Jillian Burgess


